FOUR       TALES       BY       Z   E   L   I   D   E

of his parents the permission to present Cecilia to
them as a daughter, I flatter myself that she will
forget a youth so little worthy of her tenderness,
and that she will render justice to a man superior
to him in every resped.

LETTER XVIII
(The same)

We are awaiting your reply in a pretty house
that has been lent us, three quarters of a league
from Lausanne. The foreigners who had desired
to take mine, and who did take it, were in haste to
assume possession. I left them all my furniture, so
that we had neither fatigue nor trouble. It is
possible that if the snow does not melt, or does not
melt altogether, we may not be able to leave as
soon as we desired. That is now somewhat
indifferent to me, but when we left Lausanne I
should rather have had farther to go and fresher
scenes to offer to the eyes and the imagination of
my daughter; for whatever tenderness a girl may
feel for her mother, it seemed to me that to find
herself alone with her in the month of March
might appear a htde melancholy. It would have
been the first time that I had seen Cecilia dull in
my company or desirous that our tete-a-tete
should be interrupted. I admit to you that, from
an apprehension of this mortification, I did all in
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